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51 Partners:
Å A political communications campaign 

beating the drum for deep energy 
renovation of the building stock in the EU

Å Supported by 51partners from industry and 
civil society including 18 national partners

Å Championsfrom politics, businesses and 
communities

Å Launched in 2011as an initiative of Efficient 
Buildings Europe

Å Call to Action:
CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ώΧϐ ǇƻƭƛŎȅƳŀƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
stakeholders must take immediate bold 
actions to rapidly accelerate deep 
renovation to 3% per year

Who are we?

The Renovate Europe Campaign
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International Policy Framework 

for Energy Efficiency

Dr. Botos Barbara

Ambassador-at-large for climate

Hungarian Ministry of Energy Photo: Bence Járdány
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Global context
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Net-zero targets cover >80% of global emissions

Å Source: WRI's ClimateWatchPlatform



The challengesof of climate
changeareformidable, but the 
opportunitiesrisingfrom it are
alsoimmense.

The worldΩǎ infrastructurewas
built for a climatethat no longer
exists.

Buildingsarecontributorsand 
alsosolutionsto the problem.
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Building Usage

Source: The Climate Fresk association, climatefresk.org



ÁCOP28 held in November 2023 in Dubai delivered historic results across the board with the 
UAE Consensus.
ÁParties adopted a decision on the outcome of the first Global Stocktake, which includes an 

assessment of the progress towards the goals of the Paris Agreement. The outcome of the 
Global Stocktakealso includes decisions on a number of forward-looking global efforts aiming 
at closing the ambition and implementation gaps by 2030 and beyond, to keep 1.5 degrees 
within reach. 
ÁThese global actions include a call for tripling renewable energy capacity globally and doubling 

the global average annual rate of energy efficiency improvements by 2030, accelerating the 
reduction of non-CO2 gases, transitioning away from fossil fuels in energy systems, halting and 
reversing deforestation by 2030 and recognizing the need for peaking of global emissions by 
2025 noting sustainable development and poverty eradication needs and priorities, in order 
to limit the temperature rise to 1.5 degrees. The Global Stocktakedelivered decisions on the 
necessary steps within the Paris Agreement ambition cycle, to take forward the 
implementation of the UAE Consensus in the delivery of the next round of NDCs in a post 
2030 perspective. 17

COP28 results



European outlook

Photo: Bence Járdány
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Quality of EU homes and heating as share of energy 

consumption, 2022

Source: EU Building Stock Observatory. https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/energyefficiency/

energy-efficient-buildings/eubuilding-stock-observatory_en



Over the past two decades, EU policy has placed increasingly ambitious obligations on Member 
States to improve the housingstock. Experience to date shows low uptake, particularly among 
low-income households, of even generous subsidy schemesfor deep energy renovation. The 
barriersbellowǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ Ψpain pointsΩ acrossthe renovationchainintersect for households 
and the renovation sector,often as a result of ineffective policy.
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Wide-scale renovation: easier proposed than implemented

Source: Feantsa, 2024



Renovate Europe is a political communications 
campaign with the ambitionto accelerate the 
deep energy renovation of buildings in the EU 
to 3% per year, through legislation and 
ambitious renovation programmes. 
Accelerating the rate of renovation is a key 
tool in the fight against climate change, and 
will deliver major benefits for people, their 
quality of life, and the economy.

ÁPrioritisePeople

ÁAccelerateRenovation

ÁRenovate2Recover
26

Renovate Europe



27Source: https://www.renovate-europe.eu/2019/12/02/reducing-the-energy-demand-of-the-eu-building-stock-by-80-by-2050/
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National outlook

Source: https://passivehouse-database.org/index.php#d_854



ÁFrom the preliminary data of HungaroMetNonprofit Zrt., it can be established that the 
energy sector produced the largest reduction in emissions last year by 11 percent. The 
emissions of larger power plants and heating plants fell by a fifth, which can also be 
attributed to conscious consumer behavior and the mild winter weather.

ÁThe vigorous progress of the green transition is indicated by the fact that, while fossil-
based energy production decreased by 18 percent, the production of solar power plants 
increased by almost one and a half times, by 47 percent.

ÁIn transport, which is one of the largest emitters, the rising trend of previous years was 
turned into a large-scale 7.1 percent reduction in 2023. The emissions of the most 
polluting facilities registered in theEUETS system fell by 13.6 percent on an annual basis 
last year.

ÁHungary is at the forefront of Europe in terms of emissions per capita, which, with a 
demonstrable 8 percent reduction compared to 2022, currently amounts to 5.6 tons of 
CO2 equivalent.
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Proxy national inventory of Hungary for 2023

Hungary's legally confirmed commitment to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by at least 40 percent by 2030 
compared to 1990. According to preliminary data, domestic GHG emissions decreased significantly compared to the 
previous year, by 9.5 percent. Compared to the base year of 1990, we are now at an overall decrease of 43 percent, 

so in 2023 we have not only reached, but have already exceeded our 2030 objective.



ÁThe Hungariangovernment, alignedwith European Union climateand 
energygoals, has implementedregulationsand incentivesto promote
energy-efficientbuilding practices. 

ÁTheseefforts includefinancialsubsidiesfor energy-savingrenovationsand 
newconstructions, alongwith mandatoryenergyperformance certificates
for buildings. Despitethesepositivesteps, challengesstemfrom limited 
expertise, highinitial investmentcosts, and a lackof widespreadpublic
awareness.

ÁHungary is on its wayto alignmore closelywith European trends, 
contributingto the broaderglobaleffort in reducingcarbonemissionsand 
improvingenergyefficiencyin the built environment.

36

Hungarian energy efficiency programs ïand current status



ÁGovernmentand RegulatoryBodies: Developingenergyefficiencypoliciesand 
providingincentivesfor sustainableconstruction.

ÁArchitectsand ConstructionCompanies: Specializingin ultra-low energybuilding 
designsand eco-friendlybuilding techniques.

ÁInvestorsand Developers: Fundingenergyefficiencyprojects, especiallyin residential
and commercialrealestate.

ÁEducationalInstitutionsand NGOs: Promotingawarenessandtrainingon energy
efficiency.

ÁHomeowners: Increasinglyseekingenergy-efficient, sustainablehousingsolutionsin 
Hungary.
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The main stakeholders in the energy efficiency sector



ÁConstructionIndustryWeakness: The constructionindustryin Hungary is currently
underperforming, with a significantdecreasein the numberof newhomesbuilt.

ÁEconomic Factors: Highinflationratesand risingenergypriceshavemade financingnew
constructionsmore expensive, impactingthe affordabilityand attractivenessof ultra-low
energybuildings.
ÁSupplyChainIssues: Global supplychaindisruptionshaveled to increasedconstructionmaterial

costs, further complicatingthe developmentof newultra-low energybuildings.
ÁFutureProspects: Thereis optimismfor continuedgovernmentsupportthroughsubsidiesand 

programslikethe FGS GreenHome Programme, whichis expectedto encouragethe 
constructionof energy-efficienthomes. Under the Funding for Growth Scheme (FGS), The 
HungarianNational Banklaunched the Green Home Programme, designed to bolster the 
acquisition of energy-efficient homes. Under the programme, the central bank has provided 0% 
refinancing to lenders for retail loans for new homes with a primary energy consumption 
threshold of 90 kWh/sqmper year.

ÁMarket Recovery: Expertsbelievethat the housingmarket will recover, with potentialnewstate
grantsand policiesaimedat reducingmortgageratesfor first-time homebuyers. 38

Challenges of energy efficiency incestments



GrowingAwarenessand Adoption:

ÁHighlightthe increasinginterest in energyefficiencyand sustainabilitybenefits.

GovernmentSupport:

ÁDiscussregulatoryframework, includingincentivesfor energy-efficientconstruction, aligningwith
internationalclimategoals.

Challenges:

ÁAddressthe currentbarriers, suchashighinitial investmentcosts, limited expertise, and the needfor 
greaterpublicawareness.

PioneeringProjects:

ÁShowcasesuccessfulresidentialand commercialultra-low energybuilding projects, emphasizingtheir
role in drivinginnovationand sustainabilityin the constructionsector.

FuturePotential:

ÁEmphasizethe opportunitiesfor growthastechnologiesevolveand costsdecrease, contributingto 
long-term sustainabilityefforts.
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KEY MESSAGES for the conference



ÁEnergy EfficiencyFocus: Ultra-low energybuildingsprioritizereducingheatingand cooling
needsbyemphasizingairtightconstructionandthermalinsulation, whichsignificantly
minimizesenergyconsumption.
ÁChallengesin Adoption: Oneof the primaryissuesis the lackof widespreadexpertiseamong

builders. Manycontractorsarestill unfamiliarwith the precisetechniquesrequiredto meet
ultra-low energystandards.
ÁBlowerDoorTests: A criticaltool usedto assessthe airtightnessof buildings. However, some

builderslackthe attention to detail requiredfor optimalresults, often leavingownersto 
addressissuesthemselves.
ÁBuilding Materials: useof a rangeof materialsfor construction, from traditionalbricksto 

innovativeoptionslikeinsulatedconcreteforms(ICF), with eachhavinguniquebenefitsin 
energyperformance.
ÁPotentialfor Growth: Whileultra-low energybuildingsareincreasingannually, the overall 

market penetrationis still limited. Thisindicatesa significantopportunityfor expansionand 
educationin the sector, especiallyasenergyefficiencygoalsbecomemore pressing.
ÁSOLUTION: Weneedto explorethe currentdemandfor energy-efficientbuildingsand the 

factorshinderingbroaderadoption.
40

KEY MESSAGES for the conference
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